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Dear Friend 

DILUTION AND PRESENCE 
During the course of a recent seminar we found that certain of our 

members were very concerned with the question of dilution and dosage 
when using spagyric or alchemical products. 

In alchemy, it is necessary to forget about the allopathic and homeo­
pathic approach, and to replace the concepts of dosage and dilution with 
that of presence. 

The question of the healing of body or soul is one of purification. 
Moreover, the only really healing element is fire. 

Having studied the text of Nature Revealed in depth we should real­
ize that fire is a spiritual energy, and specifically an etheric energy in the 
solar world. The element fire loses its power and purity when it combines 
with the earthly elements. One can find it in a high degree of perfection 
and strength in the seed of Gold, or in human blood. 

The invisible ethericFire energies are condensed into visible light 
by the sun; on earth, light gradually condenses itself into seed of Gold. 

The human being nourishes himself directly with the fire element by 
absorbing the subtle elements of air in breathing. 

It is the presence of a high degree of Fire in Gold and in human blood 
that gives these two substances the ability to accumulate and store 
etheric and spiritual energies. These two substances alone possess this 
property in nature. 
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Moreover, in the process of accumulating the seed of Gold in mate­
rial form, the alchemical Art can also impart to the Seed of Gold the 
property of accumulating and storing etheric and spiritual energies. 

At this stage, it is no longer quantity that matters, but quality. A 
few atoms charged with the seed of Gold have the same power as several 
grams. As soon as matter has achieved the desired quality, quantity itself 
is of little importance. 

However, it is advisable to take only small quantities, albeit in a 
single dilution. In fact, a significant dilution does not reduce the presence 
of Fire, but largely eliminates a possibly injurious residue which can re­
main in the preparation (generally insoluble in alcohol, allowing it to be 
eliminated by filtering). One must avoid the successive dilutions of home­
opathy, which could give Fire a determination when its indetermination 
ensures a general effect - always preferable to a particular effect. This 
explains why one or two drops of alcoholic dissolution of the tincture is a 
sufficient dose, to be taken in half a glass of water. 

If the seed of Gold is extracted from Gold, it will be indeterminate, 
but if it is extracted from another metal or body (since it is present in 
everything) it will be determined and will have a particular effect. 
However, if its determination is taken away through a long series of re­
peated distillations, a process identical to that of alcohol in the vegetable 
realm, it will have a general effect. 

Enclosed is a text taken from an old chemistry manual. It should be 
studied intensively before our next lesson. 

Ora et Labora! 

THE PHILOSOPHERS OF NATURE 
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OF ACETATES 

PYRO-ACETIC ACID 

1312. 
Pyro-acetic spirit is clear and colorless; its taste is at first pun­

gent and burning, and then cool and somewhat like urine; its scent is a bit 
like peppermint mingled with bitter almonds; its specific gravity is 
0.7864; it burns with a flame that is blue on the inside and white on the 
outside; its boiling point is 59C. and its freezing point -15C.; it combines 
with water in all proportions, as well as with alcohol and most essential 
oils; it hardly is able to dissolve sulfur and phosphorus, but dissolves 
camphor in very large quantities. 

Caustic potash has but a little effect on pyro-acetic spirit. Sulfuric 
and nitric acids will decompose it; however, hydrochloric acid will create 
a combination with this substance that is not acid, and in which the pres­
ence of hydrochloric acid can only be demonstrated by decomposing it 
through fire. Hence, pyro-acetic spirit is an entirely peculiar susbtance, 
and rather close to ethers, alcohol and essential oils. 

To obtain pyro-acetic spirit, one. may successfully use commercial 
lead acetate. Having distilled this salt in a sandstone retort, and after 
collecting the liquid products via a tube in a flask connected with a solu­
tion of potassium or sodium; after which the spirit is separated again by 
another distillation taking care at all times to keep the heat under con­
trol. Since invariably a little water is brought out, it is always a good 
idea to rectify it on calcium chloride. 

We owe the first observations on pyro-acetic acid to Courtanvaux, 
Monnet and Lassonne. Later, Derosnes devoted more detailed studies to it 
(Annales de Chimie, Volume LXIII, p.267); and finally, Chenevix has put it 
to a large number of tests, from which he concluded that this liquid was a 



THE PHILOSOPHERS OF NATURE 
Lesson 23 MINERAL Page 4 
Copyright (c) 1987 by LPN-USA 

new substance, and it is his thesis which has served us as guide (Annales 
de Chimie, Volume LXIX, p.5). 

1313. 
Nearly all the acetates are soluble in water; there are only those of 

mercury and silver which are only slightly so; several, and notably the al­
kaline and earthly acetates, when dissolved will decompose within a few 
months; they become covered with a greenish mold and transform into 
carbonates. 

1314. 
No acetates exist which will not decompose through sulfuric acid, 

hydrochloric acid, nitric acid, hydrofluoric acid and phosphoric acid; a new 
salt results from this, and the acetic acid will partly vaporize. (For its 
other properties, see Histoire Generale des sels vegetaux, 1295). 

1315. 
Natural condition. - Only two acetates are found in nature, 

potassium acetate and ammonium acetate; the first is present in small 
amounts in the sap of almost all trees, while the latter is only found in 
decaying urine. 

1316. 
Preparation, etc. - All acetates are formed directly, i.e., by treat­

ing oxides or carbonates with acetic acid. However, the acids of zinc and 
iron are normally obtained by treating metal shot directly using a suffi­
cient amount of acid. It is also possible to obtain several others through 
the path of double decomposition. 

1317. 
Composition. - In the neutral acetates, the quantity of oxygen of 

the oxide is proportional to the quantity of acid as 1 to 6.414. (8erlezius). 
Since the composition of oxides is known (504), it is easy to determine 
that of acetates. 
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1318. 
Uses - The total number of acetates used in art and in medicine is 

nine; these nine have as their base potassium, lime, ammonia, aluminium, 
iron oxide, lead protoxide, copper deutoxide, and mercury deutoxide. We 
shall study each of these particular salts, as well as also studying the 
acetates of baryte, strontium and magnesium. 

Lime Acetate 

1323. 
Lime acetate is prepared like magnesium acetate, i.e., by treating 

powdered lime or lime carbonate with distilled vinegar or acid derived 
from distilled wood. 

This salt will easily crystallize in prism-shaped needles, with a 
brilliant and satinous appearance; it is colorless and has no action on lit­
mus; its taste is acrid and very spicy; it is highly water soluble; and has a 
red color (1311). 

It has never yet been found in nature. When prepared with muted lime 
and pyro-lignious acid, it may be used to dissolve soda sulfate and thus 
obtain concentrated acetic acid (1308} ... are the soda sulfate by the lime 
acetates made with pyro-lignious acid (1323). 

About Ammonium Acetate 

1329. 
Formerly called Spirit of Mindererus, this salt which is only used in 

medicine, exists in small quantities in decaying urine. It is obtained by 
soaking sal ammoniac (ammonium chloride) with distilled vinegar or 
acetic acid derived from the distillation of wood, and then by evaporating 
the dissolution appropriatly. However, as it passes over during the evapo-
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ration in the form of. acetic acid, when it is almost finished it should be 
neutralized by the addition of a suitable alkali. 

Ammonium acetate does not crystallize. By distilling it in a retort, 
some water and some . ammoniac will separate from it, and an acid acetate 
will be sublimated, of which one part will be found in the form of long, 
loosened, flattened crystals. Its taste is highly spicy, and very soluble in 
water and alcohol. When dissolved and mixed with dissolved hydrochlorate 
of deutoxide of mercury, it becomes muddy after a little while, according 
to Planche, assuming a milky appearance and causing a white, luminous, 
pearly substance to be deposited, which seems to be an ammoniac-mercu­
rial salt. (Journal de Pharmacie, 1.1, p.S9). 

About Iron Acetate 

1330. 
Iron acetate can contain this metal in three states of oxidation: 

first, in the state of protoxide, second, in the state of deutoxide; and 
third, in the state of tritoxide. Protacetate of iron is obtained by treating 
iron turnings with concentrated acetic acid, with the help of heat and 
without contact with air. The water is decomposed, its oxygen is applied 
to the iron, and its hydrogen is released. As to the deutacetate and to the 
tritacetate, these are prepared by dissolving in the same acid the deutox­
ide and the tritoxide of iron. The tritacetate of iron may also be obtained 
by treating iron turnings with acetic acid with air contact; in this case, 
the water and the air will both contribute to the oxidation of the metal. In 
the same way, using ordinary vinegar or pyro-acetic vinegar, however, 
tritacetate of iron is obtained, which is used in the manufacture of 
painted canvas. The barrel in which this triacetate slowly matures at 
normal temperature is called black barrel. The tritacetate will strongly 
dye the tincture of litmus red; it does not crystallize; has a ruddy brown 
blue; it is very soluble in water, etc. (1311); it is only used in dying. 
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Iron fillings when sprayed only with vinegar will not fail to become 
rusty through contact with the air, and will become so solid that it may be 
used for sealing iron in stone, etc. Is it not possible, then, for an acetate 
to be obtained with an extreme excess of oxide? 

About Copper Acetate 

1331. 
Here we will cover only two acetates of copper: subdeutacetate and 

neutral deutacetate. The latter is called crystallized verdet or crystals of 
Venus in commerce; and when mixed with the former it is also known as 
verdigris, or simply verdet. 

1332. 
Sub-deutacetate is powder-like, and has a rather pale color. While 

being tasteless, when taken internally in a small dose it can still cause 
vomiting and violent colics. Its action on litmus is zero. Through distilla­
tion one is able to extract the same substances from it as from verdet 
(1333). Air does not alter it in any way, and it is insoluble in water and 
alcohol. 

It is composed of 60.25 copper oxide, 25.98 acid and 13.77 water. 
Consequently, for the same amount of acid it contains three times as much 
oxide as neutral acetate. 

Sub-deutacetate is obtained by grinding verdigris in water. The lat­
ter is a mixture of about equal parts of sub-deutacetate and of neutral 
deutacetate (Proust). Sub-deutacetate being soluble remains in the liquid, 
whereas the other precipitates. 

1333. 
VerdigriS is produced in Montpellier and its surrounding area. One 

takes the grounds of grapes and makes from them a more or less wide and 
always thin layer. This layer is covered with a lamina of copper, on top of 
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which one makes another layer of grounds, and so on, always finishing the 
pile with a layer of grounds. At the end of four to six weeks the copper 
lamina will be found to be covered with a fairly substantial quantity of 
verdigris. This should be separated in order to expose the unaffected cop­
per once more to the action of the grounds. This operation is carried out by 
nearly all ordinary people in their cellar. Its theory is not difficult to un­
derstand. The grounds always contain a certain quantity of wine which be­
comes sour upon contact with air; at the same time copper absorbs the 
oxygen of this liquid, doubtless because of the affinity of its oxide for 
acetic acid. As oxide and acid are formed, they join up, and the result is 
verdigris. (For further details see La Chimie appliquee aux arts by M. 
Chaptel). 

Verdigris is used in medicine as a weak catharetic, and in pharmacy 
for the Divine Plaster, etc. It is also employed in oil painting, but above 
all to make verdet. 

It should not be confused with the green substance which grows on 
copper vases that are left unpolished. This substance, also called verdi­
gris, is actually sub-half carbonate. 

1334. 
Verdet has a sweet and astringent taste; its crystals are rhomboid, 

and of a bluish-green color; it is more toxic than subacetate, somewhat 
efflorescent, and soluble in water and alcohol. When the action of fire is 
applied to it, it decomposes rapidly. While heating it in a glass retort, Mr. 
Vogel observed that towards the middle of the operation the upper walls 
of the retort became covered with innumerable white snow-like flakes, 
while the bottom became covered with satinous crystals. Moreover, he 
noticed that both these crystals and the white substance were an anhy­
drous acetate (an acetate lacking water). He realized that this substance 
could also be obtained by placing a verdet in concentrated sulfuric acid for 
only a few minutes, and that this anhydrouus acetate a/ways promptly be­
came blue on exposure to air. Verdet is prepared by treating verdigris with 
vinegar, a process carried out on a large scale at Montpellier. Here men 
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called leveurs collect the verdigris from individual producers and take it 
to the factory where verdet is produced. There, it is dissolved in vinegar 
at high temperature, and the liquid is then concentrated and poured into 
vases where it crystallizes through cooling. In order to promote this 
crystallization, long sticks which have been split in four from the base 
almost to the top are plunged into the liquid. It is on these sticks that the 
acetate collects, normally in the form of very regular rhomboid prisms, 
and in very large numbers: out of 100 sticks, 39.5 will contain oxide, 
51.29 acid, and 9.06 water. 

There are not many uses to which this salt is put to. It is mainly 
used to obtain radical vinegar, and also enters into the composition of 
green water, a green liquid used for the coloring of drawings. 

About Lead Acetates 

1335. 
There are at least two types of acetates of lead: a neutral acetate, 

and a subacetate. Both merit closer examination, as well as do the acetate 
and subacetate of copper. It is the first of these salts which are known in 
commerce as Salt of Saturn, sugar of Saturn, or sugar of Lead. 

1336. 
Neutral Acetate. - Neutral acetate is a salt which is used in vast 

quantities in the arts, and which are produced in several large factories. 
Out of all the processes that may be employed to prepare it, the best con­
sists in treating the litmus or the oxide derived from the calcination of 
lead with either distilled vinegar, or with purified pyrolignous acid (a). 

The operation is easily performed in lead or tin-plated copper burn­
ers; the oxide is placed into the burner with a greater amount of distilled 
vinegar, and the liquid is heated up. Dissolution will soon occur; it is con­
centrated and poured into vases, where it is allowed to slowly cool and 
where the salt will crystallize in brilliant white crystals. Next, the 
mother water is decanted and submitted to another evaporation in order to 
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extract further crystals from it. The last parts of acetate that are ob­
tained are normally yellowish; these are purified by further crystalliza­
tions. 

The crystals of lead acetate are long four-sided prisms ending in di­
hedral tops; they may be extremely thin or quite large. They contain 
14.30% water. They have a sweet taste at first, which becomes astringent 
later. They do not turn the litmus red; through distillation the same sub­
stances may be won as from copper acetate (1311); when exposed to the 
air, they gradually become efflorescent, but never deliquescent; they are 
very water soluble since at 100C. they can dissolve several times their 
weight. Water charged with acetate boils at the same boiling point as pure 
water, which explains why this salt is never deliquescent. 

Sulfuric acid, as well as soluble, produces in it at the very same 
instant a precipitate of lead sulfate in the form of white powder. When 
liquid carbonic acid is poured onto it, a slight precipitate of lead subcar­
bonate may be determined (a). However, of all the properties of this salt, 
the most remarkable is being able to dissolve a very large quantity of lead 
protoxide, thus being able to produce the subacetate which will be exam­
ined below (1311). 

Lead acetate has important uses: it is used in medicine for external 
use for its calming and resolvant action, and internally as anti-aphro­
disiac. In the manufacture of painted cloth it is used to prepare the large 
amount of aluminium (alumine) acetate used as fixative (1321); finally, it 
is used in the creation of white lead, as we shall see in a moment. 

1337. 
Subacetate. This salt crystallizes in opaque white blades; its taste 

is the same as that of the acetate, being somewhat less sweet, however; 
it turns violet syrup distinctly green, while reddening curcuma paper, be­
having in such a way with colors like alkaline salts; it does not alter in 
the air, and is far less water soluble than the preceeding substance. 
Carbonic acid will immediately precipitate a large quantity of lead car-
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bonate of a very beautiful white hue. However, all dissolutions of neutral 
salts, even those of potassium and potassium nitrate, immediately disturb 
it. In every case, insoluble subsalts of lead 'are produced. Equally, it is de­
composed by dissolutions of rubber, of tannin, and by most of the animal 
substance dissolution. 

To obtain lead subacetate, one should take one part of neutral ac­
etate, and two parts of litmus deprived of carbonic acid through calcina­
tion and reduced to a fine powder; the whole is placed in a copper pan with 
twenty to twenty-five parts of water, allowed to boil for fifteen to 
twenty minutes, and then filtered and concentrated (a). 

For the same quantity of acid, this subacetate contains three times 
as much oxide as neutral acetate. 

The extract of Saturn, which is prepared by supersaturating lead 
vinegar oxide and allowing it to evaporate up to a certain point, is appar­
ently a similar lead subacetate to the one we have just described. When 
water is added to it, it becomes white and constitutes white water, 
orvegeto-mineral water, or Goulard water. Distilled water itself causes 
this effect as long as it has had air contact for several days; while that 
deriving from ordinary water may also contain a little sulfate. 

Lead subacetate in particular is used to prepare those substances 
known in commerce under the names of lead white, white of ceruse and 
which are none other than lead subcarbonate. However this substance is 
also won through other methods, and we shall examine them all carefully. 

We should note, however, that independently of the preceding lead 
subacetates, Bernelius admitted another type which contains six times as 
much oxide as neutral acetate; no doubt the second subacetate is obtained 
by dissolving the first in water, and adding weak ammoniac in such a way 
as not to decompose all of the salt: the new subacetate, which is abso­
lutely insoluble, will immediately precipitate. 
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1338. 
White of lead - The creation of lead white with lead subacetate is 

very simple; it consists first, of passing a stream of carbonic gas accross 
the dissolved salt until this dissolution is brought back to a neutral state, 
or rather, until no more lead carbonate is formed; secondly, of passing 
this acetate with lead oxide to return it to its subacetate condition; and 
thirdly, of decomposing it again with carbonic acid, etc. From this it is 
clear that if during the operation it were possible not to lose any acetate, 
it would then be possible with the same salt to produce a very large 
quantity of subcarbonate or lead white. As the white is formed it deposits 
at the bottom of the vases which one is using after being sufficiently 
washed, it is gently dried and then ready for sale, being of first quality. It 
is with this process that at Clichy, Roard and Brechoz prepared lead white 
which then goes out in commerce. 

Several pots of eight liters capacity. At the bottom of these pots a 
layer of barley vinegar several inches thick is placed; immediately above 
this sheath and upon the supports run and non-laminated blades of lead are 
laid next to each other, with very little space between them. Having 
closed each pot with a I id no rmally made of lead, they are then placed i n­
side layers of dung or tanbark in such a way that they are entirely covered 
up. After about six weeks the pots are opened, and the lead blades will be 
found to be completely converted into a large quantity of lead subcarbon­
ate and small amount of acetate. These two salts are separated from the 
sections of lead which are still metallic; they are mixed and washed; all 
the acetate dissolves, while all the subcarbonate deposits in the form of 
very dense sheaths of one or two centimetre thickness. 

The lead white thus produced is always greyish, a hue which un­
doubtedly comes from a small amount of sulfurized hydrogen gas coming 
from the tankbark or the manure. In fact, at Krems or rather near Vienna, 
lead white is also prepared by exposing the lead to vinegar steam; never­
theless, the major part of lead white obtained is of first quality. It is im­
portant here to avoid encircling the pots with manure or tanbark: they are 
artificially brought up to the suitable temperature. The finest lead white 
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is sold separately under the name silver white (see the preparation of lead 
white of Krems by Cadet Gassicourt, Bulletin de Pharmacie, Vol 1, p.392). 

1340. 
Montgolfier has proposed a new way of creating lead white by using 

this metal, vinegar, carbonic acid and air. To this end, using a connecting 
tube, he sets up a connection between the lit furnace and the barrel con­
taining a certain quantity of vinegar, and which also links up via another 
tube with a box filled with non-run and non-laminated lead blades. The 
carbonic acid coming from the combustion of coal, mixed with azote and 
oxygen gas that has escaped the action of fire, arrives in the barrel, 
charges itself with vinegar vapors, and thence arrives in the box filled 
with blades. These are promptly affected, resulting in a mixture of ac­
etate and subcarbonate, as in the Dutch procedure, which are then sepa­
rated by washings. The theory of Montgoltier's process is easy to grasp: 
without the presence of the carbonic acid only lead subacetate would be 
obtained; since however, this salt may be decomposed by carbonic acid, 
one must necessarily also obtained subcarbonate. It is highly likely that in 
the procedures practiced in Austria and in Holland the carbonic acid 
derives from the decomposition of the acetic acid. For the remaining part, 
something similar to Montgolfier's process occurs. 

Lead white is used in painting to stretch colors, to obtain all possi­
ble nuances and to facilitate the drying ot the oil. It is primarily used to 
paint the wood panneling of apartments, in which case it normally as­
sumes the name ceruse; merchants often add chalk or baryte sulfate to 
this. 
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Dear Friend, 

The present Lesson arises, in fact, from our four years on a common 
path. We hope that its very important contents will assist you to progress 
on the alchemical path. It seems to us useful to recall here two fundamen­
tal notions: 

1. The preceding study of the Chain of Homer shows the process of 
condensation of matter. But we should not lose sight in our work that, that 
which is important is the seed. That is why the symbolism of agriculture 
is found in numerous alchemical texts. In vegetable seeds, the matter is a 
support, but the actual seed is an ethereal energy not perceptible to man. 
This is further demonstrated by the fact that the germinative power of 
the grain cannot be estimated, except by sowing. 

We should not, therefore, lose sight that in all the processes de­
scribed in the lessons the ethereal energy, the seed, should be conserved, 
reinforced and if possible, determined like the seed of Gold. 

2. Another important point to consider in our experiments is that the 
ascent towards the best should be progressive. It is useless or even 
harmful to start with too sophisticated experiments. The practical, intel­
lectual and mystical aspects should progress in phases. 

The process described may seem complex but one must realize that 
it envisions diverse methods for extracting the principles of antimony 
with the exception of vinegar of antimony. 

The plan is constructed following a form composed of 10 columns 
and 7 rows. The squares symbolize the operations, the circle the products. 
Each column is devoted to an operation or to a section of the operation, 
that is: 

- 1 and 2 . preparation of radical vinegar 
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-3 
-4 
-5 
-6 
-7 and 8 
- 9 and 10 

COLUMN 1: 
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preparation of copper 
preparation of the spirit of wine 
preparation of the salt of tartar 
preparation of the Kermes of antimony 
purification and coagulation of the vitriol 
dry distillation; separation of the principles. 

preparation of the vinegar. 

Commercial vinegar often is not satisfactory for our work. This col­
umn is supplied by red wine (RW) 

- 1 A: fermented RW 
- 18: filtered RW 
- 1 C: ordinary vinegar obtained from RW 
- 10: distilled vinegar 
- 1 E: distillate and salt of RW. 

10, 1 E, 1 F, 1 G symbolize the fact that the vinegar is distilled many 
times with its salt to obtain in G the nitrous vinegar which is directed to 
Column 2. 

COLUMNS 2 and 3: 
- 2A: a pelican is illustrated here, but for this kind of circulation a 

soxhlet is better. The circulation of nitrous vinegar on the oxides yields a 
solution of copper acetate. 

- 28: coagulation of copper acetate 

- 2C: dry copper acetate 

- 20: dry distillation of copper acetate which gives: 
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- 2E: a blue radical vinegar 

- 3E: a red oil 

- 3C: powdered copper 

- 2F: the blue-green radical vinegar is distilled 

- 2G: colorless radical vinegar 

The powdered copper of 3C is calcined in 3A and gives the copper 
oxide in 38 that supplies the soxhlet of 2A. 

Remark: 
Copper possesses a large quantity of the seed of Gold. The radical 

vinegar obtained by the copper is then charged with seed. The copper can­
not be recycled indefinitely because the seed there is fairly quickly spent. 
This is established by the diminution or the disappearance of the red oils 
of 3E; in this case, one must take new copper to supply Column 3. 

COLUMN 4: 
Preparation of rectified Wine Spirit. This column is supplied by red 

wine (RW) distilled once. 

- 4A: RW distilled once 

- 48: RW distilled a second time 

- 4C: RW macerated with salt of tartar 

- 4D: RW distilled in a water bath to obtain 

- 4 E : rectified wine Spirit. 



THE PHILOSOPHERS OF NATURE 
Lesson 24 MINERAL Page 4 
Copyright (c) 1987 by LPN-USA 

The cycle 4C, 40, 4E can be repeated many time to obtain absolute 
alcohol. 

COLUMN 5: 
is supplied by tartar of red wine. 

- 5A: calcination of tartar 

- 58: dissolution of tartar in water 

- 5C: coagulation of the water solution after filtration 

- 50: calcination of coagulated salt 

- 5E: salt of tartar (potassium carbonate) 

The cycle 58, 5C, 50 is repeated many times in order to obtain a pure 
carbonate. 

COLUMN 6: 
supplied by stibnite 

- 6A: ground stibnite· 

- 68: calcined stibnite. The calcination should be made progressively 
(see Lesson #18 ) 2 to 3 weeks of calcination are necessary. 

- 6C: the stibnite is dissolved in a solution of one of the three fol­
lowing products: soda, potash, or potassium salt. From the traditional 
point of view, the potassium salt extracted from tartar is preferred. 

- 60: the solution is filtered. 

- 6E: the solution is neutralized. It is not useful here to ultilize the 
expensive radical vinegar, but the acetic (pyrolignious) acid obtained 
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from the zero column and distilled once in 1 F. In G, it is satisfac­
tory. 

- 6F: the solution is filtered. 

- 6G: one has the impure Kermes. 

COLUMN 7: 
purification of Kermes. 

7 A: circulation of the Kermes in a soxhlet with distilled water. 
Between 12 and 20 hours of circulation. 

In the case of the usage of the soda in 6C the coagulation of the cir­
culation water shows that the acetate of soda created by the neutraliza­
tion of the last by acetic acid, was well extracted. The long crystals of 
the sodium acetate are characteristic. 

I n the case of the usage in 6C of the salt of tartar or of the potash, 
the coagulation of the circulation water produces the terra fa/ita tartari 
(extremely deliquescent). 

Experiment shows that there is very little oxysulfide washed from 
the Kermes into the water and that production of the antimony acetate 
would be feeble or not at all. But this washing was necessary to eliminate 
the sodium or potassium acetate. 

- 7B: the kermes is calcined 24 or 48 hours at about 150 - 170C. 
which enriches the oxysulfide considerably. 

- 7C: enrichment of Kermes in oxysulfide by mild calcination 

- 70: the circulation with the radical vinegar gives an acetate. 

- 7E: this acetate coagulates 
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- 7F: coagulated acetate 

- 7G: drying of the acetate 

Remark: 
So that the purification will be achieved, it should not have only one 

partial crystallization. The crystals are then separated in liquid and dried 
by calcining slowly in 7G. Temperature: about 50 to 60C. 

COLUMN 8: 

lime. 

extraction of the acetic acid of vitriol of antimony (see Oraculum). 

- 8A: the vitriol (antimony acetate) is circulated in a 
soxhlet with absolute alcohol as in 7E and 7F. 

- 88 and 8C: partial crystallization and drying. 

- 80: purification of antimony acetate. 

- 8E: digestion of the alcohol salvaged in 88 - BC on the calcined 

COLUMNS 9 AND 10: 
dry distillation of the antimony acetate 

Three given products: 

1 - a red oil 

2 - the white metallic vapors of the antimony 

3 - a black residue, the 81ack Lion 
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The distillation device is the same as in Lesson #18. The red oils 9B 
are collected in flask B of the figure of Les$on #18. 

The vapors are condensed by cold in C10 - C or in F1 in the figure in 
Lesson #18, are collected by bubbling in the radical vinegar in 9C - 90 
(Tube TF in Lesson #18). The acid then becomes capable of dissolving Gold. 

The Black Lion can be treated in four different ways. By calcination 
A10 gives in B10 the fixed salt of antimony. 

The Black Lion can be circulated by soxhlet, level E, Column 9-10. 
Coagulation at level F. We have: circulation of radical vinegar - fixed salt 
- circulation of absolute alcohol - volatile salt - circulation of water -
mixed salt. 

Ora et Labora ! 

THE PHILOSOPHERS OF NATURE 

The practical details will be given in the next lesson. 
Figure enclosed (page 6) 
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In 1995, the author of the present work wrote: 
"My name is Jean Dubuis. I am, this present day 
that I write, aged 76 years old, and I have a 
practice of esotericism of more than half a 
century. My esoteric researches started when I 
was t wei v e', aft era t rem end 0 u sin n ere x per i e nee; 
the invisible world had become for me as true as 
the world of matter where we live. From that time 
on, I never ceased trying to understand the nature 
of this experience, to find means to renew it if 
possible. 

"This experience had shown me that there was 
another truth than the one of our visible world. I 
wished to be able to understand the nature and 
workings of this ordinarily invisible Universe. My 
researches started with books, where I didn't find 
much, so my early progress was rather slow. Much 
later, I found the only book that really helped me, 
the Sepher Yetzirah. After the ill success of 
books, I became a member of groups of 
Rosicrucian or Martinist spirit. I did not find 
really useful elements there. Their habit' of 
illegitimate secrecy led me far from these groups. 

"It is, in fact, a persevering personal effort that 
lead me to renew my experience, and that resulted 
in my few contacts with the Eternity. From there 
on, I wrote three courses, one on Alchemy, one on 
Qabala, and one called The Fundamentals of 
Esoteric Knowledge." 
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